María Alejandra Lara González
MariaLara3@my.unt.edu
Denton, Texas

EDUCATION
PhD in Political Science
University of North Texas – Denton                                                                              2025 – Present 
[bookmark: _Hlk165845641]MA in Development Cooperation                                                                               2020 – 2022
Universitat Jaume I de Castellón – Castellón de la Plana
Dissertation: “Analysis of the Role of International Cooperation in the Economic and Social Reintegration of the Signatories of the Final Peace Agreement.”
BA in History                                                                                                                2011 – 2018
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana – Bogotá 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Departamento Nacional de Planeación - Dirección de Gobierno, Derechos Humanos y Paz (National Planning Department - Directorate of Government, Human Rights, and Peace) | Bogotá D.C.
Advisor                                                                                                                       10/2024 – 07/2025
· Advising and supporting the Directorate in the coordination and implementation of strategic initiatives related to government, international affairs, human rights, and peace within the framework of the 2022-2026 National Development Plan.

Unidad de Restitución de Tierras (Land Restitution Unit) – URT | Bogotá D.C.
Specialized Professional                                                                                           07/2023 – 10/2024 
· Provided support in identifying strategic needs in the restitution process, negotiating agreements with collaborating organizations or agencies, and interacting with stakeholders involved in each initiative. 
· Designed projects, work plans and other tools to implement cooperation agreements.

Subred Prestadora de Servicios de Salud Suroccidente E.S.E (Southwest Health Service Provider Subnetwork) | Bogotá D.C. 
Professional in Social Sciences                                                                               Principio del formulario
05/2021 – 06/2023
· Designed and implemented the Strategy for psychosocial support and healthcare for individuals in reintegration or reincorporation. 
· Designed psychosocial methodologies that supported the repair activities among victims and Individuals tried by the Jurisdicción Especial para la Paz - JEP.

International Organization for Migration (IOM) | Pueblo Rico, Risaralda
Territorial Advisor                                                                                                       10/2020–01/2021
· Provided technical and operational guidance for the activities of the project "Strengthening the community component for reintegration," 
· Recolected participatory inputs that contributed to the reintegration of former members of the FARC-EP through the Community Reintegration Strategy.

COLCOMMERCE S.A | Bogotá D.C.
Project Management Advisor                                                                                   09/2020–10/2020
· Supported the planning, management, and monitoring of activities for the consultancy provided to the National Federation of Departments named "Strategic Workshop for the construction of the Great Agreement for National Trade 2020".

Corporación Mundial de la Mujer Colombia (World Women's Corporation Colombia) | Bogotá D.C.
Expert in Solidarity Economy                                                                                04/2019–08/2020
· Planned, coordinated, monitored and reported the activities in the territories of the organizational strengthening component of the project "Solidary and Sustainable Territories" funded by the European Peace Fund.

Federación de Estudiantes Universitarios (Federation of University Students) | Bogotá D.C.
Peace Volunteer Coordinator                                                                                      02/2017–07/2017
· Coordinated the Peace Volunteer Program supported by the Organization of Ibero-American States (OEI) at the Pontifical Javeriana University. 

Programa de Desarrollo y Paz del Magdalena Medio (Magdalena Medio Development and Peace Program) | Barrancabermeja
Social Programs Intern                                                                                     28/07/2014–05/12/2014
· Systematized the collective historical memory of the Program and vulnerable communities in the region.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Universidad Politécnico Grancolombiano | Bogotá D.C.
Lecturer                                                                                                                     08/2022–09/2023 
· Taught subjects related to history, reading comprehension and research methodologies in the Createcamps educational project of the Faculty of Society, Culture, and Creativity. 

CONFERENCE PAPERS
Lara, M.A & López, M.A. 2022. Analysis of the Role of International Cooperation in the Economic and Social Reintegration of the Signatories of the Final Peace Agreement in the Proceedings Book of the VI International Congress on Development Studies.

SCOLARSHIPS
Fulbright Endowed Scholarship                                                                                               2024
Scolarship MA in Development Cooperation                                                                2020 – 2022
Universitat Jaume I de Castellón

LENGUAGES
· 
· Spanish – Native
· English – Proficient 
· Italian – Intermediate
