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INTRODUCTION 
This case study focuses on a video by 
Brazilian influencer Felca, in which he 
discusses adultization digital platforms. 
It drew public attention to how social 
media platforms can normalize or 
amplify harmful content involving 
minors, sometimes feeding pedophile 
networks. 
Adultization occurs when children or 
teens are encouraged to adopt adult-
suggestive/sexualized behaviors. E.g.:
• Children and teens dressing and 

speaking in a sensual manner.
• Adolescents performing sexualized 

dance routines.
• Parents exposing children in 

embarrassing or provocative situations 
to generate clicks.
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       Paradox: The same digital infrastructure 
enables risk (exposure & exploitation) and 
denunciation/public awareness.
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The “P-Algorithm”
Using a fresh account, within five minutes of 
engaging only with child-suggestive related 
content, the platform began recommending 
almost exclusively child-adultized videos of 
minors.
Network effects: In the comment sections, 
users left coded messages or cross-platform 
references that facilitate the circulation of 
this content.

This turns the recommendation system into 
a gateway for pedophile networks.

The problem: Lack of ethical filtering. The 
system cannot distinguish between 
innocence and exploitation: it only tracks 
engagement.
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